
 

 

Summer Reading 
Middle School - Grades 6-8 

2019-2020 
Students in grades 6-8 are required to read ONE book from the following book list, but 
may read more if interested. 

Students must read the required book for their incoming grade level. Returning students 
MAY NOT read the same book(s) from the previous year’s list 

Information added after author's last name reflects book grade level (BL); Accelerated 
Reader number of points (PTS) and Interest Level (IL). MG stands for middle grades 
(4-8); MG+ stands for upper middle grades (6 and up) and UG stands for upper grades 
(9-12). 

REQUIRED BOOKS 
Incoming 8th: 
“The Seven Habits of Highly Effective Teens” 
Sean Covey (no AR quiz currently, but quiz is in development) 
 
Incoming 7th: 
“Survivors: True Stories of Children of the Holocaust” 
Allan Zillow and Mara Bovsun BL: 6.4 PTS: 8.0 MG 
 
Incoming 6th: 
“Touching Spirit Bear” 
Ben Mikaelson BL: 5.3 PTS: 9.0 MG 
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Fantasy/Supernatural 

Peter and the Starcatchers Barry/Pearson BL: 5.2 PTS: 13.0 IL: MG  
Peter, an orphan boy, and his friend Molly fight off thieves and pirates in order to keep 
the secret safe from the diabolical Black Stache. Book #1 

The Amaranth Enchantment Berry BL: 4.7 PTS: 9.0 IL: MG+  
A strange turn of events leaves Lucy in possession of a magical and powerful gem. 
Should she keep it? Her encounters with the handsome, mysterious Prince Gregor and a 
cunning thief lead her down a path of dangerous deceptions and hidden truths. 

The Roar Clayton BL: 6.0 PTS: 18.0 IL: MG  
In a future London where an animal plague has wiped out most of the natural world, 
Mika is desperate to find his missing twin, Ellie. Can he win the massive computer game 
that could lead him to her? 

The Apothecary  Meloy BL: 4.9 PTS: 11.0 IL: MG+  
It's 1952 and Janie and her family move to London from California to escape 
anti-Communist feelings. Soon she's involved with Russian spies who are trying to get 
their hands on The Pharmacopoeia - a book filled with magical secrets. 

The Prince of Mist Ruiz Zafón BL: 6.5 PTS: 7.0 IL: MG+  
It's 1943, and Max and his family have gone to the seaside to escape the horrors of 
World War II. Why do the stone statues in their garden appear alive? And what is the 
connection to the Prince, who bargains for souls? Don't miss this nail-biter! 

The Silver Bowl Stanley BL: 4.7 PTS: 8.0 IL: MG  
Molly is an ordinary scullery maid at the castle, with an extraordinary gift - she has 
visions of the future. When one of these visions shows danger to the king's heir, she 
resolves to keep him safe, no matter the cost to herself. (violence) 
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Historical Fiction 

The Seer of Shadows Avi BL: 5.2 PTS: 6.0 IL: MG  
Is there really a ghost in Mrs. Von Macht's photograph? This is a riveting mystery set in 
1870s New York City. 

Code Talker: A Novel About the Navajo Marines of World War II Bruchac BL: 6.4 PTS: 
9.0 IL: MG  
When Ned was six, he was taken from his tribe and sent to an Anglo boarding school. 
Now, the Marines need him to be a Navajo again. 

Phantoms in the Snow Duble BL: 4.7 PTS: 8.0 IL: MG  
Noah, recently orphaned, has been sent to his uncle, who is training for a special 
mission during World War II. Should he join this corps of mountain fighters? 

Johnny Tremain Forbes BL: 5.9 PTS: 13.0 IL: MG  
This book follows a young apprentice from a tragic accident in a silversmith's shop to 
his dramatic involvement as a patriot in the days just before the American Revolution. 

Black Duck Lisle BL: 4.8 PTS: 8.0 IL: MG  
Black Duck is the fastest rum running boat along the Rhode Island coast. The body that 
Rueben and Jeddy find washed up on the beach leads them into the midst of a 
smuggling operation. 

A Break from Charity Rinaldi BL: 4.7 PTS: 8.0 IL: MG+  
While waiting for a church meeting in 1706, Susanna English, daughter of a wealthy 
Salem merchant, recalls the malice, fear, and accusations of witchcraft that tore her 
village apart in 1692. 

Realistic 

INCOMING 6th Grade only - Anything But Typical Baskin BL: 4.1 PTS: 5.0 IL: MG  
Jason is autistic - but that doesn't mean he's stupid. Online, he can make friendships 
where people won't laugh at him. 

INCOMING 6th Grade only - The Truth About Truman School Butler BL: 4.4 PTS: 6.0 IL: 
MG  
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Zebby and Amr can't write anything in the school paper about the problems at their 
school - So they decide to create a web site instead. Can they keep it under control? 

INCOMING 6th Grade only - Escape from Mr.Lemon Cello's Library Grabenstein BL: 4.5 
PTS: 7.0 IL: MG Twelve-year-old Kyle gets to stay overnight in the new town library, 
designed by his hero, the famous game maker Luigi Lemoncello, with other students but 
finds he must work with friends to solve puzzles in order to escape. Book #1 

Heart of Darkness Conrad BL: 9.0 PTS: 10.0 IL: UG  
A man travels up the Congo River by steamer, manages to survive an unforgiving land 
and persistent disease, and uncovers his own true nature. 

Chasing Redbird Creech BL: 5.0 PTS: 7.0 IL: MG  
Zinnia's summer project is to clear a trail on her family's property. As she digs rocks and 
pulls weeds, she discovers more than she bargained for. 

Restart Korman BL: 5.1 PTS: 9.0 IL: MG  
Chase Ambrose forgets everything after falling off a roof and losing consciousness. He 
forgets his name. He forgets his parents. He forgets what he was doing up there on that 
roof. And he forgets that he's the biggest bully at Hiawassee Middle School. 

Out of Patience Meehl BL: 4.9 PTS: 9.0 IL: MG  
If you liked Holes, read this! Jake is trying to rid his family of an old curse and find 
buried treasure, with a...toilet plunger? Pick this for a funny, quick read! 

American Born Chinese Yang BL: 3.3 PTS: 1.0 IL: MG+  
This book alternates interrelated stories about three characters: a Chinese American 
trying to fit into popular culture, a Chinese folk hero attempting to be worshipped as a 
god; and a teenager ashamed by his Chinese cousin's behavior. 

Sports 

The Warriors Bruchac BL: 5.5 PTS: 3.0 IL: MG  
Jake loves playing lacrosse, but when he moves from his Iroquois reservation to a 
boarding school, he faces many challenges. 

Football Genius Green BL: 4.8 PTS: 7.0 IL: MG  
Great on-the-field action! Troy is convinced he can help his favorite team, the Atlanta 
Falcons, win a championship. Will anyone believe a kid? 
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The Big Field Lupica BL: 5.3 PTS: 8.0 IL: MG  
Hutch feels threatened when Darryl becomes the shortstop and Hutch is relegated to 
second base. He tries to work through his insecurities about both Darryl and his remote 
and silent father, who was once a great ballplayer too. 
 

Non-fiction 

Christian the Lion Bourke BL: 6.2 PTS: 3.0 IL: MG  
First published in 1971, this true story of a pet lion and his return to the African wild was 
republished after the owners' reunion with Christian went viral on YouTube. 

Sparky: The Life and Art of Charles Schulz Gherman BL: 6.3 PTS: 2.0 IL: MG  
Did you know that many Peanuts cartoon characters were based on real people? Find 
out about the inspiration for Lucy, Snoopy, and others in this scrapbook-style biography. 

The Dark Game: True Spy Stories Janeczko BL: 9.6 PTS: 9.0 IL: MG  
Learn about codes, high-tech gadgets, and the life of double agents, from the American 
Revolution to the Cold War and beyond. 

 

 


